48 4]. Several domestic and wild mammals are known to serve as important reservoirs for serovars 49 of Leptospira spp., including L. kirschneri serovar Grippotyphosa, L. interrogans serovar 50 Canicola, and L. borgpetersenii serovar Hardjo [5, 6] . These three serovars, in addition to 51 Pomona and Icterohaemorrhagiae, are also known to infect humans in the United States [7] .
52 While research regarding the roles of wildlife in the epidemiology of Leptospira spp. grows, 53 many species that could serve as important reservoirs remain undefined.
54
The role non-mammalian species play in the epidemiology of leptospirosis is not well 55 understood. There has long been an interest in identifying the role chelonians serve in the 281 breeding season and these biochemistries increase in females during oviposition. The lower 282 glucose noted in the females was also presumed to be associated with the breeding season, as 283 females become inappetent during oviposition [8] .
284
The results of this study strongly suggest that more work is needed to further characterize the 285 role of Blanding's turtles, as well as other aquatic turtles, in the epidemiology of Leptospira spp.
286 At the same time, it is important to consider the influences of such a disease on the turtles too, 287 especially as the pathogen density increases in these restricted aquatic habitats. Veterinarians and 288 biologists will need to work together to protect this important species and ensure it has a 289 successful future. 
